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Meeting Agenda
2024 District 52 Council Meeting

Friday, September 20, 2024
6:15 PM Roll Call | Gavel 6:30 - 8:00 PM PDT

Presiding

Ruchin Gupta, DTM - District 52 Director

Agenda

Agenda Order Person Responsible Time

Welcome District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM 6:30 pm (5 min.)

Review of the District Mission Anca Enache, LD4 6:35 pm (2 min.)

Adoption of Credentials Committee Report Chair: Lawrence Quesada, DTM, PDD 6:37 pm (5 min.)

Adoption of Meeting Rules District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM 6:42 pm (2 min.)

Adoption of the Meeting Agenda District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM 6:44 pm (2 min.)

Consent of Meeting Minutes May 17, 2024
Business Meeting District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM 6:46 pm (3 min.)

Meeting Protocol Voting Procedures
Parliamentarian: Patti Titus, DTM,
Registered Parliamentarian 6:49 pm (5 min.)

Officer Reports
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Agenda Order Person Responsible Time

District Director

● District Report

● Amended District Alignment
● District Leadership Assignment

District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM

6:54 pm

(4 min.)

(5 min.)

(5 min.)

Program Quality Director John Murray, DTM 7:08 pm (4 min.)

Club Growth Director Gene Graves, SR5 7:12 pm (4 min.)

2024-2025 District Budget Finance Manager, Catherine Ghaffari,
DTM 7:16 pm (5 min.)

Public Relations Manager, Frank Baragan District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM 7:21 pm (4 min.)

Committee Reports

Audit Report - 2023-2024 Year-end 2023-2024 Audit Committee Chair:
Catherine Ghaffari, DTM 7:25 pm (5 min.)

Additional Reports

Year-End Profit and Loss Report – 6/30/24 2023-2024 Finance Manager: Brian
Schweidenback, DTM 7:30 pm (5 min.)

Announcements

District 52 Announcements District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM 7:35 pm (5 min.)

Next Meeting Administration Manager: Rose Abbott,
DTM, PDD 7:40 pm (3 min.)
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Agenda Order Person Responsible Time

Meeting Adjourned District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM 7:43 pm
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Toastmasters International Mission
We empower individuals to become more effective communicators and leaders.

District Mission
We build new clubs and support all clubs in achieving excellence.

Club Mission
We provide a supportive and positive learning experience in which members are
empowered to develop communication and leadership skills, resulting in greater

self-confidence and personal growth.

Toastmasters International Core Values
● Integrity - We match our actions with our words, demonstrate honesty and

trustworthiness, communicate with sincerity and thoughtfulness, have the
courage to acknowledge our mistakes, and always strive to do the right thing.

● Respect - We treat all with dignity, welcome diverse perspectives, acknowledge
all contributions, believe that all have positive intent, practice mutual
accountability, and critique but never demean.

● Service - We strive to provide high-value, exceptional support by being
responsive, attentive, and passionate in fulfilling our duties as individuals and as
an organization to all.

● Excellence - We consistently strive to meet or exceed expectations by upholding
the Toastmasters Promise, nurturing a collaborative environment, innovating to
deliver creative solutions, and optimizing quality to produce superior service.

Toastmasters International Envisioned Future
To be the first-choice provider of dynamic, high-value, experiential communication, and
leadership skills development.
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Online Meetings and Electronic Voting (District Council and
District Executive Committee)
Per protocol 7.1, online meetings occur as recommended by the District Director and are agreed
upon by a majority of the District Executive Committee. Any agenda item that requires a vote
must adhere to the following process:

● Notice of the electronic vote is posted to the District website four (4) weeks in advance of
the vote opening.

● District posts the proposed agenda item at least 14 days in advance of the vote.

For the following agenda items, which are specific to the District Council, a vote must adhere to
the following process:

● District posts proposed budget at least 14 days in advance of the vote.
● The district posts information about the proposed appointed District leaders at least 14

days in advance of the vote.

Online Meetings
Select the platform or software that will be utilized. It is important to consider the tasks or
business that will be conducted to determine the features the platform must have. Some items
to consider are:

● Number of attendees
● Audio and/or video capabilities for the meeting host and attendees
● Ease of use
● The ability for attendees to participate in the discussion and to vote

Once you have established the necessary features, the next step is to evaluate the available
platforms. Consider seeking help from someone in the District who has experience in this
area. Zoom is one of many platforms that can be utilized to support the items noted above.

Finding a team:
Select one or two members who are experienced with technology to support in managing the
platform before and during the meeting.

Managing discussions:
Select a platform that allows attendees to signal their desire to speak without interrupting the
speaker. Additionally, consider selecting a platform with the ability to mute attendees to help
maintain order during discussions. Most platforms will have a feature allowing the host to chat
with attendees privately or publicly. We ask members to submit their questions or type in their
names to signal that they would like to address the entire group. As members enter their
questions or names, the chat feature captures the requests in the order received. The team
managing the platform can notify the meeting chair of the speaking order.
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Tip:
Before starting the meeting, it is important to provide guidelines for everyone. Some examples
are:

● Attendees should
o Mute their microphone/phone when not speaking
o Wait until they are acknowledged before speaking
o Limit their speaking time — advise attendees how much time they have

● The host reserves the right to mute attendees as needed

Electronic Voting
For meetings that require business to be voted upon, an electronic voting platform will be
needed. Some requirements to consider for an electronic vote are:

● Number of voters
● Ability to assign weighted votes (for members carrying multiple)
● Automatic tabulation of results
● Ability to import voters

Both Election Buddy and Election Runner can accommodate the minimum requirements needed
to host an electronic vote. The basic setup between these two platforms is similar and both offer
free trials to help decide which will be best.

Finding a team:
When planning and setting up the electronic vote, you will want to assemble a team or appoint a
committee to assist you. It is best to select a team to plan and set up the electronic vote. Seek
members who are experienced with technology to manage the voting process.

Registering voters:
Use a survey tool, such as Google Forms or Microsoft Forms, to help obtain the information
needed to register voters. The District Council report available through District Central can be
used to obtain the leader's email address to distribute the survey. The questions for the survey
should include:

● Name (first and last)
● Membership number
● Club number(s) the President/Vice President of Education is representing
● Will you be attending the meeting?
● What is the email address to receive the link to vote?

The survey should be distributed to all members who are eligible to vote.
● District Executive Committee meetings; include all Division Directors, Area Directors,

District Director, Program Quality Director, Club Growth Director, Administration
Manager, Finance Manager, Public Relations Manager, and Immediate Past District
Director.
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● District Council meetings; include all Club Presidents, Vice Presidents of Education, and
District Executive Committee members. Only the Club President's and Vice President's
Education count toward quorum.

Set a specific amount of time for members to register. Once the registration period has closed,
the results can be prepared. Members must attend the meeting to vote. Remove anyone who
cannot attend the meeting.

Processing credentials:
Some tasks need to be completed before the vote. The credential process is completed prior to
setting up the voting platform. The tasks to complete include:

● Register all voting members prior to setting up the vote to create a list of voters to be
imported into the electronic voting system.

● Determine the number of votes each member is entitled. The District Council report
available through District Central will help assign the number of votes to each voting
member.

Creating the ballots:
The voting platform takes you step-by-step through the process of creating the ballots. Please
note that if more than one agenda item is being voted on, separate ballots should be created for
each item. If multiple agenda items are put onto the same ballot, the results will not be tabulated
until after all items on the ballot have been voted. For example, if the ballot includes both the
approval of the District budget and district-appointed leaders, the results will not be posted until
members have submitted their selection for both ballots.

Providing notice:
Since the vote is conducted electronically, notifications should be sent to the voters once the
vote is launched. Establishing the voting period is critical for voters to know when they may cast
their ballots.
Once the ballots are created, they can be sent to members prior to the meeting or right before
the first vote, depending on what works best.

In the event that any business is transacted at any District Council meeting at which a quorum is
not present, the action shall be deemed as valid as if a quorum were present if it thereafter is
expressly approved in writing, personally, by mail, fax, e-mail, electronic transmission or other
reasonable means, by the affirmative vote of a majority of the Member Clubs in the District on
the basis of two (2) votes per club.

Conducting the online meeting and electronic voting:
During the meeting, a team should assist with managing the online meeting and electronic
voting platform. As noted earlier, the meeting should start with established guidelines so that all
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attendees are aware of how the meeting will be conducted. The meeting will then proceed to
each agenda item.
The District Director or the chair of the meeting will call upon the attendees for questions and
discussion. Once the discussion is over, the chair can ask the attendees to cast their votes.

Election Buddy and Election Runner have dashboards to automatically tabulate the votes in real
time that are cast (both in percentages and in number of votes). Once the voting period is
closed, the team managing the vote can manually close the vote and announce the results
before moving on to the next item. The process will be repeated until all agenda items have
been addressed.

Tip:
Closing each vote manually will prevent the results from being changed. The person overseeing
electronic voting should familiarize themselves with the features by practicing with the free trial.

Source:
https://www.toastmasters.org/leadership-central/district-leader-tools/district-management/virtual-
meeting-and-vote
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District 52 Council Meeting Standing Rules
From TI District Administrative Bylaws, Articles IX-XI and XIII, as amended

(Not subject to approval by the District Council)

Article IX: District Council
Composition
The District Council shall consist of the District Executive Committee, as defined in Article
XI(a) of these administrative bylaws, and the representatives from each Member Club in good
standing in the District, who are the Club President and Vice President of Education. Each
Member Club is entitled to two (2) votes, and the club can determine whether the Club
President or Vice President Education, holding two (2) votes, or both representatives, with one
(1) vote each, will act as voting members of the District Council. These shall be the only voting
members of the District Council. References made in these administrative bylaws to “members
of the District Council” shall mean only voting members.
Authority
The District Council shall serve as the administrative governing body of the District, operating
with powers delegated to the District Council by the Toastmasters International Board of
Directors and subject at all times to the ultimate direction of the Board of Directors and
the Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, Policies, and decisions of Toastmasters International,
and these administrative bylaws. The District Council shall conduct all business of the District,
shall assume responsibility for the payment, with District funds, of all debts incurred in the
conduct of authorized District activities, and shall not assess or impose any financial obligation
on any Member Club or any individual member of a club. Members of the District Council in
attendance at the annual District conference are required to attend the Annual Meeting of the
District Council.

Article X: Council Meetings, Quorum, and Voting

a. Regular Meetings
The District Council shall hold at least two (2) meetings during each program year, with the
exact number and schedule of meetings to be fixed by the District Council. The first meeting
must take place no later than September 30 to approve the District budget and confirm the
appointment of District leaders. One meeting shall be the Annual Meeting and shall be held
between March 15 and June 1. Notice of any meeting shall be sent in writing to all District
Council members at least four (4) weeks prior to the date of such meeting.
Each program year the District Executive Committee determines whether the Annual Meeting of
the District Council, in which the elections take place, is conducted online or hybrid. All other
meetings of the District Council are conducted online.
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b. Special Meetings
Special meetings of the District Council may be called by the International President, the District
Director, a majority of the District Executive Committee, or not less than one-fourth of the
members of the District Council. Notice thereof shall be sent in writing to all District Council
members at least two (2) weeks prior to the date of such meeting. The notice shall include the
reason the meeting is being called. Any other valid business may be transacted at the meeting.
c. Quorum
On the basis of two (2) votes per club, one-third of the Member Clubs in good standing in the
District shall constitute a quorum for all District Council meetings. The continued presence of a
quorum is presumed unless the chair declares otherwise.
In the event that any business is transacted at any District Council meeting at which a quorum is
not present, the action shall be deemed as valid as if a quorum were present if it thereafter is
expressly approved by electronic transmission or other reasonable means by the affirmative
vote of a majority of the Member Clubs in the District on the basis of two (2) votes per club.
d. Voting
When the voting process is conducted only the Club President and/or Vice President Education
of any Member Club may vote on behalf of the club as its representative. Either club officer may
carry the club's two (2) votes or each of these club officers may carry one (1) vote, as
determined by the club membership. The representative from any Member Club in good
standing is entitled to a maximum of two (2) votes.
District Executive Committee members are entitled to one (1) vote and may cast up to two (2)
additional votes as a representative of a Member Club, for a maximum of three (3) votes.
District Council members must cast their own votes; no proxies are permitted.

Article XI: Committees
a. District Executive Committee

1. The District Executive Committee consists of the District Director, Program
Quality Director, Club Growth Director, District Public Relations Manager, District
Administration Manager, District Finance Manager, Division Directors, Area
Directors, and Immediate Past District Director.

2. The committee shall have all functions and powers of the District Council except
such powers as may be reserved by the District Council to itself. At all times, the
committee is subject to the general direction and approval of the District Council.

3. A majority of the District Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum.
4. The committee shall review the report of the Alignment Committee and

recommend the alignment of clubs in the District into Areas and Divisions for
approval at the Annual Meeting of the District Council.

5. The committee shall prepare a budget in the form prescribed by Toastmasters
International, covering estimated receipts and expenditures for the ensuing year.
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a. The proposed budget shall be submitted to the District Council for
approval in order to submit the approved budget to World Headquarters
by September 30.

b. This proposed budget shall be acted upon by the District Council at its
first meeting.

6. The District Executive Committee shall have such other duties as are delegated
to it by the District Council.

b. District Leadership Committee
1. The District Director shall appoint the District Leadership Committee Chair no

later than November 1. The remaining committee members shall be appointed no
later than December 1.

2. In addition to the District Leadership Committee Chair, the committee shall
consist of no fewer than five (5) members with equal representation of all
Divisions in the District. No committee member may represent more than one (1)
Division.

3. The committee shall operate under the procedural rules adopted by the
Toastmasters International Board of Directors for the selection of candidates for
the elective District offices.

4. The committee’s results shall be reported in writing to the District Director no
fewer than six (6) weeks before the Annual Meeting of the District Council.

5. The District Director shall submit the District Leadership Committee report to the
members of the District Council at least four (4) weeks prior to the Annual
Meeting of the District Council.

c. Audit Committee
1. Each year the District Director shall appoint an Audit Committee consisting of at

least three (3) individual members who are not members of the District Executive
Committee.

2. The reports of this committee shall contain information in the format required by
Toastmasters International.

3. The committee shall submit an interim mid-year audit report no later than
February 15.

4. The committee shall complete a year-end audit report for the fiscal year ending
June 30.

5. The outgoing and incoming District Directors are jointly responsible for submitting
this report to the Member Clubs and to World Headquarters by August 31.

d. Alignment Committee
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1. Each year, the District must review, and amend, if needed, the alignment of
clubs, Areas, and Divisions within its boundaries. The District Director shall
appoint an Alignment Committee chair and committee members no later than
January 1.

a. The members of the Alignment Committee are the Division Directors. At
the discretion of the Division Director, they may select another member
from the Division to serve on the committee with approval from the District
Director. If no Division Director is serving, the District Director will appoint
a member from the Division to serve as a replacement member.

b. Each Division must be equally represented on the Alignment Committee.
Committee members cannot represent more than one (1) Division.

c. The chair of the Alignment Committee shall have served previously as a
Division Director, Club Growth Director, Program Quality Director, or
District Director.

d. Candidates for District office for the following program year may serve on
the committee.

e. Once the committee has been appointed, they shall serve through July 15
of the following program year.

2. The Alignment Committee prepares an alignment proposal and provides the
proposal to the District Executive Committee for review.

3. The District Council reviews and approves a proposed alignment, including the
number of Divisions and assignment of clubs into Areas, at its Annual Meeting.

4. Once the District Council approves the proposed alignment only the District
Executive Committee may amend the alignment of clubs into Areas, upon
recommendation of the Alignment Committee. Any amendments must be
approved by the District Executive Committee by a two-thirds vote. The number
of Divisions must not be amended.

5. The District alignment must be submitted to World Headquarters no later than
July 15.

e. Other Committees

Other committees may be appointed as advised by the District Director or the District
Council. Such committees may include, among others, the following special committees:
District Program Quality, District Club Growth, District Public Relations, Youth Leadership
Program, Speechcraft, Administrative Policies, Awards, Speakers Bureau, District
Newsletter, Past District Directors, and Club Coach Coordinating Committee.

Article XIII: Rules of Order Robert’s
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Rules of Order Newly Revised shall be the final authority on parliamentary procedure insofar as
Robert's Rules do not conflict with any provision of these administrative bylaws, the Articles of
Incorporation or Bylaws of Toastmasters International, policies set by the Board of Directors of
Toastmasters International from time to time, or applicable law, provided that if the district is
located in a jurisdiction where Robert’s Rules are not a recognized authority on parliamentary
procedure, this district may use the recognized authority in the jurisdiction where this district is
located in place of Robert’s Rules.

Source:
https://www.toastmasters.org/leadership-central/governing-documents#ArticleIXDistrictCouncil3
29

Note:

District Council Members (DEC, Club Presidents & VP of Education) must sign up for the
District Council Meeting by registering in advance. District Council member registration
and attendance are important to constitute the required quorum for the successful
transaction of business at this meeting. Click the link to register for this meeting:
https://bit.ly/d52dcm

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting. Registration will close on September 19, 2024, at 11:59 PM PDT. The
agenda will be emailed two weeks prior to the meeting date. Questions regarding the
District 52 Council Meeting must be submitted in writing by September 16, 2024, at 11:59
PM PDT by email to the District Administration Manager at adminmgr@district52.org
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Credentials Committee Report
Credentials Chair Lawrence Quesada, DTM, PDD

As of September 5, 2024

Eligible clubs in District 52 (as of September 5th, 2024): 80
Number of voting delegates per club (President and VPE): x2
Total Number of club votes: 160
Club votes required for a quorum (1/3rd of 160 votes): 54
Number of District Executive Committee votes 33
Majority (50% of Total Votes + 1) 45

To be eligible to vote, a District Council member’s membership must be in good standing,
provided that the club they are a member of must be paid by September 19, 2024. Club
Presidents and Club VPs' Education must also be paid members of the club they represent.

Determining Quorum: https://www.toastmasters.org/footer/faq/District%20Events
● Determine the number of clubs in good standing.

● Multiply the number of clubs in good standing by two. (Each club in good standing
automatically has two (2) votes for the District Council meeting.)

● The result is the maximum number of votes possible from the total number of
paid clubs in the District (base number for quorum).

● Paid clubs that do not have representation from the Club President or
Vice President of Education are counted in the quorum base number
calculation.

● Once registration closes, tally the number of representative votes from the registered
Club Presidents and Vice Presidents Education.

● Use the number of tallied votes attending the meeting and divide by the quorum base
number.

● If the result is greater than or equal to .3334 (33.34%), quorum has been met.

● If the result is less than .3334 (33.34%), the quorum has not been met.

A quorum is needed to conduct district business, in which a quorum constitutes the Club
President and VP-Education. The District Executive Committee does not count for quorum. The
entire District Council (executive committee, Club President, and VPE) is eligible to vote. Those
who have completed the registration will be counted in the quorum and will receive an email
ballot. There is a maximum of 2 (two) votes per individual. If they belong to more than one club.
A plus 1 (one) if they are part of the executive committee, an individual may carry a maximum of
3 votes.
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The vote will be taken electronically using the Election Buddy software. Each club president,
vice president of education, and member of the District Executive Committee has been
assigned a unique login credential and a link has been provided. Once the district director
announces voting is open, delegates will have 3 minutes to cast their vote.

All procedures and policies have been made according to the Toastmasters International District
Administrative Bylaws Article X: Council Meetings, Quorum, Proxies, and Voting.

Final credentials results will be announced at the D52 Fall Business Meeting on September
20th, 2024.

Respectfully submitted,

Lawrence Quesada, DTM, PDD
Credentials Chair
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Voting Information | District 52 Toastmasters

1. A vote master will be present at the business meeting to run and tally of votes.

2. We will be using the voting system to vote on all proposals with the EXCEPTION of
the items that will be adopted without objection.

3. Prior to the Business Meeting, Delegates have a chance to submit a PRACTICE
VOTE on September 13, 2024. At that time, you will receive a text and an email from
invitations@mail.electionbuddy.com with a link to access the voting platform. Check
your spam/junk folder if you do not receive it.

4. Click the LINK that was emailed or texted to you, and you will be signed in to a ballot
page automatically.

5. Keep the page open. The item will appear on this page once voting has begun.

** If not signed in automatically, use the Access Key and Passwords provided to you in
the email or text. The Access Key is your MEMBER NUMBER. Please reach out via
Chat Only to the Vote Master with questions.**

5. On the voting screen, make your selection and Click Verify Your Selection. Confirm
your choice and click the Submit Ballot.
**IMPORTANT: DO NOT CLOSE THE SCREEN AFTER CLICKING SUBMIT
BALLOT**.

6. An additional explanation of how to vote is located on the next page.

7. You will be given five (5) minutes to cast your vote. After the vote, The results will
be shown on screen.

** NOTE: IF YOU ACCIDENTALLY CLOSE THE BROWSER WINDOW, YOU CAN
GET BACK INTO THE VOTING SCREEN BY GOING HERE:
https://secure.electionbuddy.com/m/d52 **
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Voting Instructions | District 52 Toastmasters

1. Voters will have received an email from “Toastmasters District 52” This email will
include a link that voters will use to take them to the login page with their access
key and password. If they have a phone number on file, they may also receive a
text.
Voters will click on the links provided.

2. On the login page, the voter will enter their access key and password exactly as
depicted on the notice. Successful entry of credentials will bring them to the
ballot for your first vote.

3. The voter will read the ballot carefully and follow the instructions provided on the
ballot to vote on the item. After they have made your selections, they will select
the “Continue” button at the bottom of the ballot.

4. Voters will be brought to a page where you can review the choices they made on
the previous page. They will confirm their choice is correct and then select the
“Submit” button. Or, if they accidentally selected the wrong option they can go
back and edit their ballot.

5. Voters will then be brought to the “Thank You!” page. This page includes your
confirmation code for this vote. At the bottom of the page is an orange “Next
Vote” button. The voter will select this button.

6. If there is another vote, the “Next Vote” button will take them to the meeting
page. This meeting page will be blank until the next vote goes live. Do not close
this web page or navigate away from it.

7. Once the next vote goes live, a new button will appear on the meeting page. The
voter will select this button to proceed through the voting process for the next
vote, and repeat steps 3 through 6 until all voting has been completed.

8. If the voter gets out of the voting flow (i.e. by closing their browser or needing to
use a different device) they can go to the following link:
https://secure.electionbuddy.com/m/d52

The above link will return them to the flow of voting and the next vote will appear
when ready.
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Previous Meeting Minutes | District 52 Toastmasters

District 52 Annual Business Meeting of the District Council
05/17/2024 - Meeting Minutes

In Attendance (62)

Serena McCullough, DTM - District Director
Keith Birch - Club Growth Director
Ruchin Gupta - DTM, Program Quality Director

Adalberto Padilla, Area Director
AJ Herran, DTM – Vote Master & Credentials
Committee Member
Annette McCullough DTM - Division B
Director
Arti Dutt, Area Director
Bill Anderson- Division A Director
Brian Schweidenback, DTM - Finance
Manager
Brettney Perr, Area Director
Catherine Ghaffari, Administration Manager,
Audit Committee Chair
Christopher Wilson - Division C Director -
Timer
Colleen Grant, Division F Director
Constance English, Area Director
Darrell Zeller, DTM, PDG - Registered
Parliamentarian
Dennis Ham, DTM - Credentials Committee
Chair

Gene Graves - Division D Director
Jeff Harman, DTM – Zoom Master, Chat
master
Jinna Hariri, Area Director
Mike Day, Area Director
Patricia Gainer, Area Director
Raul Munoz, Area Director
Roberta Perry, DTM, PID, PDG, Alignment
Chair, Area Director
Rose Abbott, DTM – DLC Chair, Immediate
Past District Director
Rosetta Walker, Area Director
Suzanne Todorovic, Area Director
Theresa Ofstad, Division E Director

Akemi Mora
Albert Lin, DTM
Alithea Coleman
Alvin Van
Ameeta Batra
Ann Santilli

Jennifer Packard
John Murray, DTM
Judith Van Praag
Kathryn Van Houten
Lance Webster, DTM
Lawrence Quesada, DTM, PD
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Bernadette Malave
Cindy Mejia Lopez
Cynthia Griffin
Damon Melfi
Daniel Higgins
Dawn Jenkins
Dick Hogue
Dylan Busse
Elaine Dizon
Enrico Pena, PDG
Eric Kong, DTM

Marianne Toghia, DTM
Marko Obradovic
Myla Esmail
Nancy Walsh
Natalie Speech, DTM
Regi George
Rita Benefield
Shawn Adams
Steve Pines
Thelma Ghzanian
Thomas Iland, DTM
Veronica Corona, DTM

Agenda

Call to Order and Welcome
● District Director Serena McCullough, DTM, gaveled the meeting to start at 7:00 PM.
● Greetings, welcomes, and introductions.
● A link to the meeting packet was provided to delegates.

Reading of the District Mission
● Christopher Wilson, Division C Director.

A few words from District Director, Serena McCullough, DTM
● Thanked district leaders and members.
● 4 new clubs have chartered to date this year plus one club just submitted for

approval.
● 200+ members over the same time last year.
● Let us finish the year strong.
● All: “100 years of Legacy…Smedley Distinguished”.

Adoption of Credentials Committee Report
● Credentials Committee Chair: Dennis Ham, DTM
● Committee Chair Dennis Ham, DTM reported quorum is achieved:

District 52 Credentials Committee Report
Clubs Eligible X 2 = 144
Quorum (1/3 of Clubs Eligible X 2) = 48
Majority (50% of the Total Ballots Available + 1) = 34

● Without objection, the credential report was adopted by unanimous consent.
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Adoption of the Meeting Rules
● Meeting rules are on pages 10-11 of the business meeting packet.
● Without objection, the meeting rules were adopted by unanimous consent.

Adoption of the Meeting Agenda
● The meeting agenda is on pages 3-4 of the business meeting packet for review.
● Without objection, the meeting agenda was adopted by unanimous consent.

Officials for this Meeting – Introduced by Christopher Wilson
● Zoom & Chat Master: Jeff Harman, DTM,
● Timer: Christopher Wilson
● Vote Master & Credentials Committee Member: AJ Herran, DTM
● Credentials Committee Chair: Dennis Ham, DTM
● Parliamentarian: Darrell Zeller, DTM, PDG, Registered Parliamentarian (RP)

Approval of Meeting Minutes of September 22, 2023, Fall Business Meeting
● September 22, 2023, meeting minutes are on pages 15-19 of the business meeting

packet.
● The minutes of the September 22, 2023, District Council meeting were unanimously

approved by the District Executive Committee on December 11, 2023.

Meeting Protocol Voting Procedures
● Parliamentarian Darrell Zeller, DTM, PDG, RP
● AJ Herran, Vote Master, Credentials Committee Member
● Voting Procedures, voting process, and Council meeting protocols were explained on

pages 13-14 of the business meeting packet.
● Election rules and election software, ELECTIONBUDDY, were presented.

2024-2025 District Alignment Report
District Alignment Chair, Roberta Perry, DTM, PDG

● The alignment Report is available on District 52 website and on page 20-21 of the
● business meeting packet. Club retention exceeded expectations.
● New clubs were added in areas where there were only 3 clubs.
Questions:
Tom Iland: why is the Area A C30 HDR club listed as ineligible?
The District Director reviewed the data and said it would be corrected.
AJ Herran: concerned about the validity status of this club, HDR
Suzanne Bertain: Why is JP Morgan not on the list?
District Director indicated that this was the 2024-2025 club alignment and the
club was only put in A11 since the agreement was to put 1 new club per Division.
Based on the club’s meeting date/time/location, it will be moved into Division E.
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The District Director asked for a motion.
Rose Abbott offered a motion and Lance Webster seconded the motion.

Ready to vote on alignment – AJ Herran released ballots.
Voting results:
52 ballots were cast out of 66 eligible votes.
100% of votes approved the alignment, with no dissention.

2023-2024 District Leadership Committee Reports
● District Leadership Committee (DLC) Chair Rose Abbott, DTM, PDD.

o 2023-2024 District Leadership Committee Report is on pages 22-23 of the
business meeting packet.

o Members, DTM all, serving on the committee were recognized and thanked:
Albert Lin, DTM, Paul Reyes, DTM, Lance Webster, DTM, Anca Enache, Robert
Chan, DTM, and Marianne Toghia, DTM.

The DLC submitted the following 2024-2025 district officer nominations:
● District Director: Ruchin Gupta, DTM
● Program Quality Director: John Murray, DTM
● Club Growth Director: Gene Graves
● The DLC Submitted the following 2024-2025 Division Director nominations:
● Division A Director: Jinna Hariri
● Division B Director: Anca Anche
● Division C Director: Rosetta Walker
● Division D Director: Adal Padilla
● Division E Director: Brettney Perr
● Division F Director: Constance English

Without objection, the DLC Report was adopted by unanimous consent.

2024-2025 District Executive Officer Elections
District Director Serena McCullough, DTM

● District 52 Leadership Committee Report is on page 22 of the business meeting packet.
● District Director. Nominated: Ruchin Gupta, DTM.

o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the
floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b(2)(b). Therefore, nominations are closed for the District Director. Only
one uncontested candidate for the office of District Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b (2) c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.

o Chair declared District Director elect Ruchin Gupta, DTM.
● Program Quality Director. Nominated: John Murray, DTM
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o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the
floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b (2)(b). Therefore, nominations are closed for the Program Quality
Director. Only one uncontested candidate for the office of Program Quality
Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b (2) c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.

o Chair declared Program Quality Director elect, John Murray, DTM.

● Club Growth Director. Nominated: Gene Graves.
o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the

floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b(2)(b). Therefore, nominations are closed for the Club Growth Director.
Only one uncontested candidate for the office of Club Growth Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b (2) c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.

o Chair declared Club Growth Director elect, Gene Graves
● Division A Director. Nominated: Jinna Hariri

o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the
floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b(2)(b). Therefore, nominations are closed for Division A Director. Only
one uncontested candidate for the office of Division A Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b (2) c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.

o Chair declared Division A Director elect, Jinna Hariri
● Division B Director. Nominated: Anca Anche.

o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the
floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b(2)(b). Therefore, Therefore, nominations are closed for Division A
Director. Only one uncontested candidate for the office of Division A Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b (2) c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.

24



Virtual District 52 Council Meeting
September 20, 2024

o Chair declared Division B Director elect, Anca Anche
● Division C Director. Nominated: Rosetta Walker.

o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the
floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b(2)(b). Therefore, nominations are closed for Division C Director. Only
one uncontested candidate for the office of Division C Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b (2) c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.

o Chair declared Division C Director elect, Rosetta Walker
● Division D Director. Nominated: Adal Padilla

o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the
floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b(2)(b). Therefore, nominations are closed for Division D Director. Only
one uncontested candidate for the office of Division D Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b (2) c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.

o Chair declared Division D Director elect, Adal Padilla
● Division E Director. Nominated: Brettney Perr

o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the
floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b(2)(b). Therefore, nominations are closed for Division E Director. Only
one uncontested candidate for the office of Division E Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b(2)c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.

o Chair declared Division E Director elect, Brettney Perr
● Division F Director. Nominated: Constance English

o No other candidates went through the DLC process, thus nominations from the
floor are not allowed pursuant to TI District Administrative Bylaws Article 7,
Section b(2)(b). Therefore, nominations are closed for Division F Director. Only
one uncontested candidate for the office of Division F Director.

o Without objection, the chair will dispense with the secret ballot pursuant to TI
District Administrative Bylaws Article 7, Section b(2)c.

o No objection was made. The District Administrative Manager directed to cast a
single vote for the candidate.
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o Chair declared Division F Director elect, Constance English
2023-2024 Profit and Loss Report to 02.29.2024

● Finance Manager Brian Schweidenback, DTM
● 2023-2024 District Profit and Loss Report year through Feb. 29, 2024, is on page 24 of

the business meeting packet.
● Brian Schweidenback, DTM shared performance (actuals) data-to-yearly budget

comparisons.
● The floor opened for questions; none came forth.
● The 2023-2024 District Profit and Loss Report was received.

2023-2024 Mid-Year Audit Report
● Catherine Ghaffari, District Audit Committee Chair.
● The Mid-Year Audit Report as of 12/31/2023 is found on pages 25-27 in the business

meeting packet.
● All expenses were correctly approved in accordance with TMI policies.
● The floor opened for questions; none came forth. The report was received.

District and Manager Reports
● District Director report presented by Serena McCullough, DTM may be found on pages

28-29 of the business meeting packet.
o District goals progress: +212 members compared to the same time last year.
o The goal is to make 12 more clubs “paid clubs”/ in good standing by 06.30.24.
o Educational awards: 50% more than last year.
o The Program Quality Director report presented by Ruchin Gupta, DTM may be

found on pages 30-34 of the business meeting packet
o Trio training
o District monthly training
o Club Officer Training: 23 training sessions were offered.
o TLI
o Area Director Club Visits
o Pathways
o Speech Contests
o Spring Conference
o Educational Awards
o Program Quality Incentives & Initiatives

● The Club Growth Director report presented by Keith Birch, IP4 may be found on pages
35-36 of the business meeting packet.

o Club Growth & Member Retention Initiatives
o Club Building Initiatives.
o New Clubs in Progress
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o Prospective Clubs Demo Meetings

● Public Relations Manager report - Jeanna Tang, DTM, absent. The report may be found
on page 37 of the business meeting packet.

o Newsletters
o LinkedIn gaining momentum.
o Club Flyers
o Club website review.
o Promotion of monthly events
o D52 website updates

Division Directors Reports
● Division Director A report presented by Bill Anderson, DTM may be found on pages

38-39 of the business meeting packet.
o New Clubs: 1
o Club visits.
o Clubs’ highlights
o Next 2 months: leadership transition, ensure appropriate educational

submissions, look for new leads in the Warner Center area.
● Division Director B report presented by Annette McCullough, DTM may be found on

page 40 of the business meeting packet.
o Club visits: 100%.
o Club: helped clubs outside of the division
o Contests: Smooth
o New clubs: 3 leads
o Ready to be Division Distinguished

● Division Director C report presented by Christopher Wilson may be found on page 41 of
the business meeting packet.

o Kudos to Area Directors
o Challenge: member retention
o Recommendation: enhance technology integration

● Division Director D report presented by Gene Graves may be found on page 42 of the
business meeting packet.

o Aiming to restore SRAR Toastmasters to good standing.
o Club visits are to be completed soon.
o Several clubs are on their way to becoming President’s Distinguished

● Division Director E report presented by Theresa Ofstad may be found on page 43 of the
business meeting packet.

o New Club chartered: HumanGood U Speaks
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o Club visits to be completed soon – 1st round of visit: 100% completion.
o All areas working on being Distinguished.
o Goals: Promote club expansion, revive past membership

● Division Director F report presented by Colleen Grant may be found on page 44 of the
business meeting packet.

o Club visits to be completed soon –
o 3 clubs working on being Distinguished.
o Goals: Revive past membership

Announcements
● District Director Serena McCullough, DTM

o The 2024 District 52 Conference Hybrid format is on May 18 from 9 am-5 pm:
with an International Speech contest and a Table Topics Speech contest.

o Membership Incentives
o Club incentives.
o Special Event with 2023 World Champion of Public Speaking – 06.08.2024.
o Sponsor a Club Incentive
o Share your new club leads with us for an incentive

Next Business Meeting
● Fall 2024 Business Meeting date and time to be determined.

Meeting Adjourned
● District Director Serena McCullough, DTM adjourned the meeting at 9:01 PM.

Respectfully Submitted by: Catherine Ghaffari, D52 Administration Manager 2023-2024
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OFFICER REPORTS

District Director, Ruchin Gupta, DTM

Fellow Toastmasters, I am honored to serve as your District Director for the upcoming year. My
vision is to create a district that fosters excellence, growth, and collaboration. I want to
emphasize one clear and guiding principle: It’s All About the Members. Every decision we
make, every goal we set, and every action we take will be centered around creating the best
possible experience for each and every one of you.

As we embark on this new journey together, I want us to focus on these 5 core pillars:

1. Empowering Members

Each of you joined Toastmasters to develop your communication and leadership skills. This
year, we will prioritize creating an environment where every member feels supported and
encouraged to grow. We will ensure clubs provide valuable, engaging experiences that inspire
you to reach your full potential. I want to see more members achieving educational awards,
taking on leadership roles, and participating in speech contests.

2. Celebrating Member Success

Your success is our success. We will celebrate and recognize your achievements, from
educational awards to leadership milestones. By highlighting member accomplishments, we
inspire others to follow in your footsteps and contribute to the district's overall success.

3. Building Stronger Clubs

Strong clubs are the foundation of a thriving district. My goal is to help every club not only meet
but exceed, the Distinguished Club Program (DCP) goals. We will focus on club quality,
leadership training, and member retention. By investing in our club officers and providing them
with the tools they need to succeed, we will build sustainable clubs that members are excited to
attend.

4. Support and Retention

It’s essential that we not only attract new members but also provide ongoing support to retain
our current members. This year, we’ll put a strong focus on retention by fostering a welcoming,
inclusive environment in every club. Our leadership team will actively engage with members,
listen to their needs, and provide the support necessary for success. We are going to provide
incentives for member retention and renewals.
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5. District Growth & Outreach

Growth is vital to our district’s future. I envision an expansion of our reach through chartering
new clubs, attracting diverse members, and re-energizing existing clubs. Together, we will
explore innovative ways to grow our district while maintaining our core values. Through open
houses, marketing campaigns, and outreach programs, we will introduce the benefits of
Toastmasters to new communities.

This vision is all about placing members at the heart of the district’s mission, ensuring that their
needs, growth, and success are the focus of every effort. By making it all about the members,
the district can foster a stronger, more engaged, and fulfilled community

In closing, this year is about possibilities. Together, we will create a district where every member
feels proud, every club thrives, and every opportunity is embraced. Together, we will make this
year a transformative one, where we celebrate each other's successes and lift each other. I am
confident that with your dedication, passion, and teamwork, we can achieve great things and
take our District to new heights.

Let’s commit to making this year one of transformation and success.

In your service,

Ruchin Gupta, DTM District 52 Director

​​

​​
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2024-2025 District 52 AMENDED Alignment

31



Virtual District 52 Council Meeting
September 20, 2024

2024-2025 District 52 AMENDED Alignment
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2024-2025 District 52 AMENDED Alignment
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2024-2025 District 52 District Executive Committee

OFFICER REPORTS
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John Murray, DTM, Program Quality Director

District 52 Trio Training
1. Completed Pre-Work required for the District Trio Training.
2. Attended District Trio Training at the Toastmasters International Convention.
3. Attending Region 2 Peer PQD calls monthly with each session focused on
District leadership topics.

District Training
1. First Area and Division Director training was held on July 27th, 2024. I conducted a

session on Distinguished Areas and Divisions.
2. Makeup Area Director training will be conducted in September 2024.
3. Monthly Workshops on such topics as Pathways, Club Growth, etc. have been
scheduled on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.

Area Directors Visits
We have Area and Division Directors who are visiting their clubs. They have completed 7 club
visit reports out of 81. The current status is as follows:

Club Officer Training
1. Planned and executed District 52 Toastmasters Leadership Institute (TLI) in June
2024 with Robert Chan as the Keynote Speaker.
2. During the TLI we trained around 124 Club Officers
3. We hosted multiple workshops during our TLI including:

● Club and Membership Growth Workshop by Bill Anderson
● Distinguished Club Program Workshop by Ede Ferrari-D'Angelo

4. Catherine Ghaffari is the District 52 Club Officer Training Chair 2024-2025.
5. The list of club officers who have attended the training has been submitted to

Toastmasters International.
6. These trainers facilitated in conducting of Club Officer Training sessions for the
first round in July and August of 2024.

● Rose Abbott
● Elia Evans
● Catherine Ghaffari
● Lawrence Quesada
● Red Runyon
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● Marianne Toghia
● Lance Webster

7. The District 52 club officer training results are as follows:
a. 23 Club Officer Trainings were conducted in July and August.
b. 85% of Club Officers have been trained so far
c. 444 Club Officers have been trained
d. 27 clubs have all 100% of officers trained (all 7)
e. 48 clubs have 4-6 officers trained.
f. In total 75 of the total active clubs (96%) have achieved a minimum
of 4 officers trained which gives them half a DCP point.
g. Top Area was B21 with 39 of 42 (93%) of Club Officers trained.

8. The first 10 Clubs that had all their seven officers trained by 7/31
made them eligible for the incentive (club officer pins). The clubs are as
follows

● Daybreak Speakers
● Entrepinayship Toastmasters
● Foothills Community Toastmasters
● Gettin' Toasty
● Getty Toastmasters
● Heart Filled Toastmasters
● Outliers Toastmasters
● Quest Toastmasters
● Studio City Speakers
● Valencia Toastmasters
● Warner Center Toastmasters

9. District Monthly Workshops have been scheduled on the 3rd Tuesday of each
month.

a. Dawn Jenkins is the District 52 Pathways Team Leader 2024-2025 and
conducts Pathways training at each monthly workshop.

Additional 1st Quarter Activities
1. Trio interviewed international candidates to be elected at Toastmasters

International’s Annual Convention.
2. Contributed to District 52 Success Plan.
3. Determined Incentives for the 2024-2025 year.
4. Attended monthly District 52 District Council Meetings.
5. Planned and oversaw the execution of 1st round of Club Officer Training with

Catherine Ghaffari.
6. Planned and oversaw Monthly District Workshops with Dawn Jenkins.

OFFICER REPORTS
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Club Growth Director, Gene Graves

Team: Gene Graves (Club Growth Director), Open (Club Extension Chair), Open (Club
Retention Chair), Demo Meeting Team (Gene, John, Ruchin, Lawrence, TBA)

Club Growth & Member Retention Initiatives
1. Area/Division Directors should reach out to all clubs, identify which clubs are struggling, and
ask what kind of support they need.
2. Encourage all Area/Division Directors to reach out to Club Officers and remind them of dues!
3. Reach out to every club in the District and ask what kind of incentives would most benefit
them. Also, know what each club will need to achieve Distinguished this year.

Club Building Initiatives
1. Reach out to Club leads from previous years and resume correspondence!
2. Reach out to Area/Division Directors and encourage Directors to start one new club this year!
The goal is for each Area Director to help charter just one club each!
3. Reach out to ALL members who have already completed Level 3/4/5 and may be planning for
their DTM project!

New Clubs In Progress
1. American Airlines – Club lead from Toastmasters International. Contact intends to start a club
at LAX! Currently in the introductory Zoom meeting stage. Will meet soon!
2. Ellison Institute of Technology – Club lead from Toastmasters International. An introductory
Zoom meeting was conducted; a launch meeting will soon be scheduled (possibly this month?)
3. World Financial Group – Club lead from Toastmasters International.Pending an introductory
meeting.
4. Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) – Club lead from Toastmasters
International. An introductory Zoom meeting was conducted. The club lead is waiting for
approval from the management team.
5. Unnamed Company – Club lead from Toastmasters International. Pending introductory Zoom
meeting.
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Additional 1st Quarter Activities
1. Interviewed candidates for International Director, etc. to be elected at the annual conference.
2. Attended Toastmasters International Conference/Training from August 11 – 18, 2024.
3. Attending Monthly District Leadership Meeting.
4. Attending monthly meetings with Region Advisors.
5. Attending monthly CGD meetings.
6. Need to fill committee seats!

38



Virtual District 52 Council Meeting
September 20, 2024

OFFICER REPORTS

Finance Manager, Catherine Ghaffari, DTM

2024-2025 District 52 Budget
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OFFICER REPORTS
Public Relations Manager, Frank Baragan

PR Team: Judy Thang, Albert Lin DTM, Lawrence Quesada DTM

Accomplishments
● Generated and received buy-ins from all stakeholders on the PR operation plan
● Smooth transition from the 2023-2024 team to the 2024-2025 team
● Weekly newsletters are being published and being sent to everyone in the District
● Requested a Non-Profit Google Workspace account for District 52
● Migrated District 52 legacy email addresses from the Bluehost platform to Google

Workspace
● Cleaning up old pages from the Website and making it current
● Migrating District 52 from Blue Host to the new online hosting platform
● Planning on releasing a monthly video on YouTube
● Initiated Best Club Website Contest

o Clubs will be informed via the D52 website and FB
o The District Director approved TM dollars as an incentive for top finishers

● Increasing outreach and engagement on LinkedIn, Instagram and Facebook
● Promote monthly events
● Promoting member achievements through recognition on social media

Challenges
● Team members' availability is limited
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
Audit Report

2023-2024 Audit Committee Chair, Catherine Ghaffari, DTM
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ADDITIONAL REPORTS

Year-End Profit and Loss Report

2023-2024 Finance Manager, Brian Schweidenback
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District 52 Announcements

District Director Ruchin Gupta, DTM

District 52 2024 Spring Contest Announcement

Membership Dues Renewals

Clubs’ minimum of 8 members by October 1

Phone-a-Friend

D52 Year End Holiday Recognition Event - In Person (December - TBD)​​

Upgrade Your Speech - January

Club Growth Summit

Early Renewal Incentives

Smedley Incentive

Next District Council Meeting

Administration Manager, Rose Abbott, DTM, PDD

Meeting Adjourned

District Director, Ruchin Gupta, DTM
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Toastmasters International 2024 Strategic Plan
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